Aim High – Believe - Succeed
8th June 2021

Dear parents and carers,
Re: School Dog
Following the announcement in the newsletter last term, I am writing with further information about the
school dog, Bonnie.
The benefits of interacting with animals for our mental health and wellbeing are well-documented.
Following our highly successful weekly visits from the Dogs for Health volunteers, I am very pleased to be
able to introduce a more permanent school dog at St Julian’s. I hope that once fully trained Bonnie will be
able to visit all classes regularly and be a friendly addition to our school for all children to enjoy.
Bonnie is a labrador-cocker spaniel cross and is still very young. She is Mrs Noall’s family dog when she is
not in school. She is completing puppy classes and is undergoing an induction period into the school
environment. This involves short visits to the school building and grounds that gradually build to longer
periods of time in school and then meeting the children. It is essential that Bonnie’s experiences in school
are positive and that she enjoys her time as a school dog as well as plenty of time ‘off duty’ as a puppy at
home. In line with the MNSP School Dog policy she will be assessed by a professional animal behaviourist to
ensure she is competent, safe and comfortable to work in school. Throughout her training and induction
period her welfare is paramount in decision making and she will only start visiting a classroom with children
once she has been assessed as being able to do so calmly and safely.
Alongside Bonnie’s training, the volunteers from Dogs for Health will be helping me to teach the children
about how to act around Bonnie and how to play with her safely, gently and respectfully. We will also
ensure that any child who has anxieties about dogs is able to learn more about dog body language and how
they should act if they are afraid. If you are concerned about your child interacting with Bonnie, or your
child has allergies relating to dogs, please get in touch with me via the school office.
Once Bonnie is ‘passed’ as able to interact with children she will only be able to do so with those children
who have parental permission. Please consent via this google form (please complete for each child if you
have more than one child at school).
The risk Assessment and policy are attached on the following pages.
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Yours faithfully
Ruth Noall
Executive Head Teacher
Small schools, big aspirations; branching out for learning

